
Faith 

 

Faith is not as much about performing miracles as trusting Jesus. 

     Object of our faith (us or Him) revealed by our focus (faith in our faith) 

(Heb 12:1-3) 1Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 

us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance 

the race that is set before us, 2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of God. 3For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners 

against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.  

     wrong focus: our problems, needs, sin, circumstances (endurance = long view) 

 ex: healing room - don’t solve problem by focus on problem 

     Trusting Him regardless of circumstances removes weariness and discouragement 

(Mt 11:28-30) 28“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. 29“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls. 30“For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

Heb 12:1-3 is summary conclusion of earlier passage 

(Heb 10:35-11:6) 35Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. 36For 

you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the 

promise:  

(Ep 3:10-13) 10to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known 

by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 11according to the 

eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have 

boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him. 13Therefore I ask that you do 

not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. 

(Heb 6:11-12) 11And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the 

full assurance of hope until the end, 12that you do not become sluggish, but imitate 

those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

 Faith is a lifestyle of trusting Jesus regardless of the circumstances. (1 Jn 5:4) 
37“For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and will not tarry.38Now the just shall 

live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” 39But we are not of 

those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul. 

     Luke 18:1-8 parable of Persistent Widow - faith He will respond (reward/promises) 
1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  

     Faith is acting like we know He will respond (hoping for something unseen 1 Cor 5:7)  
2For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were 

framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are 

visible. 4By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he 

obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead 

still speaks. 5By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, 

because God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased 

God.  

     Able’s covenant sacrifice - relationship 

     Enoch walked with God (Gen 5:24) - relationship (hall of faith - 0 miracles) 



6But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He 

is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. (not specific outcome) 

     rest of chapter is list of people who believed (word) and trusted God 

 

Jesus says “little faith” 7 times in gospels - each in context of worry/fear (control) 

     contrast “great faith” - centurian (Mt 8), cannanite woman (mt 15) - trust 

 

(Mt 13:57-58) 57So they were offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 

without honor except in his own country and in his own house.” 58Now He did not do many 

mighty works there because of their unbelief. 

     couldn’t have faith because they didn’t see Jesus correctly 

(Ga 2:20) 20“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave Himself for me.  

(Jude 20-21) 20But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the 

Holy Spirit, 21keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 

unto eternal life.  

     immersing ourselves in His love (relationship) enables us to trust Him 

(Jn 15:9) 9“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.  

 


