The Cross
Story: Healing phone call

(Ga 6:12-15) 2As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you
to be circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. ©For not
even those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they
may boast in your flesh. “But God forbid that | should boast except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world. **For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation.
Justification: Religious Effort vs Cross
(Ga 5:11) »And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I still suffer
persecution? Then the offense of the cross has ceased.
Offense: you add nothing, what you bring needs to die
not better life (better flesh), new life (new creation by His Spirit)
(2 Co 5:14-17) “For the love of Christ compels us, (context: reconciliation) because we
judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; *and He died for all, that those who live
should live no longer for themselves, but for Him (Gal 2:20) who died for them and rose
again. *Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though
we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new.

(1Co 1:17-25) vFor Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom
of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect. *For the message of the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
vFor it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding
of the prudent.” 2Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 2For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe. 2For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom;
zput we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness,
2put to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God. #Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is
stronger than men.
there is Power in the Message of the Cross
(1Co 2:1-5) *And I, brethren, when | came to you, did not come with excellence of speech
or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2For | determined not to know
anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3l was with you in weakness,
in fear, and in much trembling. *And my speech and my preaching were not with
persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, sthat
your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
we don’t need better message or methods
we need Demonstration of the Power of the Cross




(Phl 3:17-21) vBrethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you
have us for a pattern. ®For many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: *whose end is destruction, whose god
Is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things. #For our
citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,
2who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according
to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.

we need to follow Paul’s mindset - continual focus on the cross

Passover - just had to apply the blood to the entry point

(Col 1:19-20) »For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, zand by Him
to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having
made peace through the blood of His cross.
What the cross purchased (legal transaction) - access to His Fullness
Salvation: Forgiveness (Col 1:14), Justification (Rom 5:9), Righteousness (2 Cor 5:21),
Deliverance (Col 1:13), Healing (1 Pe 2:24/Isa 53:5),
Everything in His Kingdom

(Col 2:13-16) =And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He
has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, ©#having wiped out the
handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it
out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. *Having disarmed principalities and powers, He
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 2#So let no one judge you...




