
THE WILDERNESS 

Hosea 2:14-20 

A. GOD’S INIATIVE -God is the author of the wilderness! 

       Two extremes 

• Backslidden Israel Hosea 2:14 “Therefore, I will allure her, will bring her into the 
wilderness.” 

• Jesus Luke 4:1 “Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness.” 

B. GOD’S PURPOSE 

• DISCIPLINE   King David 

Ps. 119: 67 “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word.” 

• REFINE   Job  

Job. 23:10 “But He knows the way that I take; When He has tested me, I shall 
come forth as gold.” 

• STRENGTHEN / MATURE 

• Jesus Luke 4:3 “Being tempted (tried, tested) for forty days by the devil.     Heb. 
5:8 “Though he were a Son, yet he learned obedience by the things which he 
suffered. 

• Joseph Psalm 105:19 “Until the time that his word came to pass, the word of the 
Lord tested him.”                                                                                    

• POSITION Joseph 

Gen. 45:7,8 “God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, 
and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was not you who sent me 
here, but God.” 

Gen 50:20 “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, 
kin order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. 

C. WHAT CAN I EXPECT IN THE WILDERNESS? Hosea 2:14-20 

• COMFORT “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, will bring her into the 
wilderness, and speak comfort to her.” 



• HOPE “I will give her vineyards from there, and the Valley of Achor as a door of 
hope” 

• JOY “She shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, as in the day when she 
came up from the land of Egypt.” 

Ex. 15:20-21 “Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took the timbrel in 
her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with 
dances. 21 And Miriam answered them: “Sing to the LORD, For He has triumphed 
gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea!” 

• INTIMACY Into-me-see v.16 “And it shall be in that day, says the Lord, that you 
will call Me my Husband, and no longer call Me my Master.                           v.19 I 
will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and 
justice, in lovingkindness and mercy; I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, and 
you shall know (yada) the Lord.” 

• KNOW 

• Hebrew word yada to be acquainted with intimately. “And Adam knew Eve his 
wife, and she conceived and bore Cain.  

• Greek word genosko to be acquainted with intimately “Joseph did not know her 
till she had brought forth her Firstborn Son. 

• Phil. 4:10 “That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings!” 

D. GOD’S COMMISION 

• DON’T WASTE THE PAIN 2 Cor. 1:3-4 “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us 
in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, 
with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.” 


