
1 Peter 4:12-19 

 

Review: Embrace Suffering for Christ as a Weapon 

    Key of Kingdom to Bind & Loose others, Refining (our hearts) 

   Contrast Young Peter (Jn 18:10) 

    taking action to influence outcome vs displaying kingdom to influence hearts 

Balance: (1 Tim 2:1-2, Jn 10:10) Pursue Quiet, Peaceable Abundant Lives 

 

12  don’t be Surprised when Persecuted (mostly verbal Mt 5:11) 

   Fiery Testing/Refining are a Natural Process 

(1Pe 1:7) that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold 

that perishes, though it is tested by fire,  

  what is the Baptism of Fire? (Mt 3:11) 

   Jesus called His Suffering a Baptism (Mt 20:22-23, Lk 12:50) 

   we learned (1 Pe 1:11) Sufferings & Glory are linked 

(Ro 8:16-18) 16The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 

of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 

indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 18For I consider 

that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory which shall be revealed in us.  

   Christ’s Baptism (Mt 3:11) is Glory (Holy Spirit) & Sufferings (Fire) 

    Life is a Glorious Baptism of Fire (2 Tim 3:12) - don’t think it Strange (Freeing) 

13  Rejoice! (Reward Mt 5:12) - partaking of His Sufferings & Glory (Phil 3:10) - Joy! 

14  Blessed! (Mt 5:11) when “reproached, reviled, insulted, denounced, disgraced” (verbal) 

   Spirit of Glory (Ex 34:6 definition) on you glorifies Him (opportunity 1 Pe 3:15-16) 

15  temptation: if I’m going to suffer anyway, I may as well reciprocate 

16  No Shame in Choosing Suffering (Humility) to Glorify God 

17  “Season” of God Judging His Church is always Present (“has come”) 

   Judgement Process (Refining) as Sons under Mercy & Grace (Heb 4:16) 

    vs those who reject Christ - judged all at once without this process/provision 

  Understand its Purpose - this is a Positive Expression of His Love 

(Isa 26:9) With my soul I have desired You in the night, yes, by my spirit within me I 

will seek You early; for when Your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 

world will learn righteousness. 

    Judgement Begins with us so we can Reveal Him to the world 

(Heb 12:3-8) 3For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against 

Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 4You have not yet 

resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. 5And you have forgotten the exhortation 

which speaks to you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, 

nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6For whom the LORD loves He 

chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.” 7If you endure chastening, God 

deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 
8But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are 

illegitimate and not sons. 



  even Enduring Suffering we are better off than “those who do not obey” 

(1Co 11:32) But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not 

be condemned with the world.  

18  Righteous are Saved with “Difficulty/Toil” (Mt 7:13-14 difficult = “afflicted”) 

   not Heaven (Righteous 2 Cor 5:21), but Reward 

(1Co 3:10-15) 10According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise 

master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one 

take heed how he builds on it. 11For no other foundation can anyone lay than that 

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12Now if anyone builds on this foundation with 

gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13each one's work will become 

clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire 

will test each one's work, of what sort it is. 14If anyone's work which he has built on 

it endures, he will receive a reward. 15If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer 

loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.  

   Choice 

(Heb 11:24-25) 24By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the 

son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 

God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,  

     we Choose what we’re willing to give up (Mt 19:23-25) 

      Salvation vs Discipleship (Mt 16:24, Lk 14:33) 

19  Summary: when Suffering - Trust God, Do Good 

   Difficulties you may have to Endure/things you may have to Give Up (Choice) 

    right to...offense, defend/justify self, anger, complain, personal justice 

 


