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20210502 Justice and Mercy 
Introduction 
Topic- both relevant/controversial- justice/mercy. 
Disclaimer: this word been on my heart- several 

months- not addressing the recent shootings. 
Look at justice from- biblical perspective/apply. 
Though we will be looking at truths/principles that 

could be applied to those events- not- focus. 
Topic- justice- often misunderstood/misapplied. 
And what we think about justice largely defines 

how we think the world should operate. 
The concept of justice is not a new idea. 
From- beginning- creation God has administered 

justice/identified laws by which man is to live. 
Justice delayed is justice denied. 
William Gladstone 

King Solomon reflected on this same thought ... 
Eccl 8:11 Because the sentence against 
an evil deed is not executed quickly, 
therefore the hearts of the sons of men 
among them are given fully to do evil. 

Solomon recognized the necessity of- system of 
restraint/consequences- bad behavior- justice. 

Live in a culture- become obsessed w/justice- 
whether social/racial/economic/gender justice. 

Gov’ts/corporations/social media platforms 
deciding for us what is just/what is not just. 

Cry for justice may be sincere- but misguided. 
Even believers stumble over justice issues- have 

you ever said, “hey that is not fair/right”? 
Q: Who gets to define what is fair/right/just? 
Q: Why do we consider certain things- just/unjust, 

fair/unfair, right/wrong? Someone once said ... 
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The philosophy of the Creator is 
embedded in His Creation. Unknown 

If this is true, any understanding of true justice 
and mercy must come from the Creator. 

God has deposited something of Himself deep 
inside of every person- a sense of right/wrong. 

Psa 89:14 (NKJV) Righteousness and 
justice are the foundation of Your throne; 
Mercy and truth go before Your face. 

Truth/justice/mercy-building block-God’s Kingdom 
Some- concerned about justice- embraced idea- 

end justifies the means- do whatever we want. 
However, God is a God of process- the means- or 

the process, has to be right for- end to be right. 
Cain and Abel 
Morning prayer- talking about justice- the Lord 

brought to my mind the story of Cain and Abel. 
Cain and Abel were both sons of Adam/Eve. 
Cain and Abel both bought offerings to the Lord- 

God had regard for Abel’s offering, not Cain’s. 
Cain felt God had done him a great injustice and 

he nursed this sense of wrong in his heart. 
Genesis 4:5–10 (NASB95) 
5 … Cain became very angry and his 
countenance fell.  
6Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are 
you angry? And why has your 
countenance fallen?  

God- giving Cain- opportunity- change- attitude. 
Aside- When disappointment comes- we feel let 

down by God- we face- choice- how- respond? 
Q: Have you ever nursed a perceived injustice in 

your heart- and responded poorly to- situation? 
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How we respond to life’s situations is often more 
important than the situations themselves. 

7“If you do well, will not your countenance 
be lifted up? And if you do not do well, 
sin is crouching at the door; and its 
desire is for you, but you must master it.”  

Nature of sin: to bring down- new man and cause 
him to respond improperly to life’s situations. 

God- warning Cain- you are about to respond in a 
way that will have serious consequences. 

8 … And it came about when they were in 
the field, that Cain rose up against Abel 
his brother and killed him.  

Cain’s offense was with God but he took out his 
anger and jealousy out on his brother. 

Q: How many times do we ignore the counsel of 
our own conscience or the advice of others? 

9Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is 
Abel your brother?” And he said, “I do 
not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”  

Aside: Man has a wonderful ability- rationalize his 
way out of accountability for his own actions. 

Man’s heart is bent toward deception and evil- 
foreshadowing of our need for a Savior. 

10He said, “What have you done? The 
voice of your brother’s blood is crying to 
Me from the ground. 

Abel’s blood cried out from the ground for justice. 
What is Justice from God’s Perspective? 
First, justice is an attribute of God, like love is an 

attribute of God- it is who He is- He is just! 
As a result, God requires justice and mercy 

because He Himself is just and He is merciful.  
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God always acts in perfect conformity 
and harmony with his own character. 
Sam Storms 

Whatever God says or does, because He is just 
by nature, makes it righteous or just.  

Psalm 135:6 Whatever the Lord pleases, 
He does, In heaven and in earth, in the 
seas and in all deeps. 

Right/wrong are what God commands or forbids, 
because God Himself is a just God.  

We are not the arbiters of justice- God has the 
ultimate say as to what is just or not just. 

And, because God’s nature is just, it puts certain 
requirements on those whom He created. 

Therefore, to be unjust- to act/speak inconsistent 
with what the nature of God requires of a man.  

Matthew 16:27 “For the Son of Man is 
going to come in the glory of His Father 
with His angels, and will then repay 
every man according to his deeds. 

In this verse, God is the judge- a JUST judge- but 
judge- He will judge our deeds in the flesh 

Therefore how we act must align itself with God’s 
view of what is just or unjust, right or wrong. 

NOW-because GOD IS JUST-HE must punish sin 
Sin is a debt that must be paid … God CANNOT 

NOT punish sin because He Himself is just. 
Now the punishment for our sin must be paid by 

ourselves or something or someone else. 
We see a foreshadowing of this in the way that 

God dealt with the nation of Israel. 
Leviticus 4:28–29 (NASB95) 
28if his sin which he has committed is 
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made known to him, then he shall bring 
for his offering a goat, a female without 
defect, for his sin which he has 
committed.  
29‘He shall lay his hand on the head of 
the sin offering and slay the sin offering 
at the place of the burnt offering. 

For man’s sin to be forgiven- life had to be given. 
In other words, because God is just, there are 

consequences for sin- a debt must be paid. 
But because of God’s mercy, He set up-sacrificial 

system where an animal stood in man’s place-  
to pay- penalty for God’s need for justice. 

We see- picture of God’s justice/mercy at- cross. 
Romans 3:23, 25–26 (NLT) 
23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall 
short of God’s glorious standard.  
25 For God presented Jesus as the 
sacrifice for sin. People are made right 
with God when they believe that Jesus 
sacrificed his life, shedding his blood … 
26 … for he himself is fair and just, and 
he makes sinners right in his sight when 
they believe in Jesus.  

Christ death/resurrection- picture of God’s justice, 
but also a picture of God’s mercy!  

Jesus paid- debt of sin for every person willing to 
receive Christ as Savior. 

He exchanged His life for our sin so we can take 
on His righteousness. 

Understand- forgiveness is not free-costly to God.  
What is sad-unbeliever has no one to stand in his 

place and must face the justice of God alone. 
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Various Forms of Justice that we see today 
Today there is much talk about social justice, 

racial justice, economic justice, gender justice. 
Isa 30:18 Therefore the Lord longs to be 
gracious to you, And therefore He waits 
on high to have compassion on you. For 
the Lord is a God of justice … 

The Bible simply says, God is a God of justice- 
not social/racial/economic/gender justice. 

The problem we have with other forms of justice, 
like social justice, is that they are not just. 

Justice is getting what you deserve 
without favor. Social justice is getting 
what you do not deserve because you 
are favored. Allie Stuckey 

For example ...  
If a man robs a store. Justice demands 
that he be tried in a court of law, and, if 
he is found guilty- punished. Social 
justice not only asks if the person is 
guilty. It asks about his … 
>economic condition: is- poor/wealthy?  
>upbringing: good/bad childhood?  
>race: is he part of an oppressed group? 
After taking all this into account, it 
reduces or eliminates the punishment. 

Justice is about truth- is- person guilty/innocent?  
Justice is blind and demands everyone be equal 

under the law- whether- poor/rich, young/old,  
weak/powerful, regardless of color- skin. 

Social justice says- justice is partial/subjective. 
What gets lost in social justice is the individual’s 

own responsibility for what he/she has done. 
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These types of justice often make people victims 
of their culture and justifies their bad behavior. 

Look at what the Bible says about justice ... 
Leviticus 19:15 (NLT) “Do not twist 
justice in legal matters by favoring the 
poor or being partial to the rich and 
powerful. Always judge people fairly. 

Looking at Mercy 
God is also a God of great compassion/mercy. 
Throughout scripture- God has a special heart for 

the poor, the needy, the widow, the orphan. 
Compassion follows justice. It does not 
precede it. Allie Stuckey 

In other words, after a person- punished for-crime 
we show compassion in hope- restoring them. 

Let me make another illustration … 
If I get caught speeding, and the judge 
lets me off w/o a fine, that is mercy at the 
expense of justice. It is kind to me, but it 
makes a mockery of the speeding laws. 
To show justice, the judge would have to 
ensure my fine was paid. Showing mercy 
to me would mean someone else pays 
the fine in my place. This demonstrates 
mercy and upholds justice. 

Justice, by its nature is compassionate- to the … 
>victim- by bringing restitution for what- lost 
>criminal- by showing them their behavior is 

wrong and there is a better way. 
Mercy to the guilty can be cruelty to the 
innocent. Adam Smith 

If we let someone off for a crime w/o punishment- 
it can be cruel to those who were wronged. 
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Individual versus Corporate Justice 
Advocates for social justice will often quote … 

Mic 6:8 He has told you, O man, what is 
good; And what does the Lord require of 
you But to do justice, to love kindness, 
And to walk humbly with your God? 

We must be careful not to misapply this verse 
across all of society. 

I am personally commanded TO DO justice. 
For me TO DO justice is different from me 

imposing my form of justice on others. 
i.e. I am to act justly toward others. 

Does not mean I can impose my form of justice 
on others because I think there is- injustice. 

We can make- appeal to correct an injustice- but 
the injustice does not give me the right-  

force my form of justice on others. 
Ex: William Wilberforce appealed to- British 

parliament/King for- elimination of slavery. 
Ex: Martin Luther King Jr appealed to gov’t to end 

injustices to the oppressed minorities. 
A Look at Justice from a larger perspective 

There is … (Charles Ryrie) 
>ultimate justice which God 

Himself will bring about 
>present justice which can 

sometimes be accomplished 
>postponed justice which is used 

by God for higher purposes. 
In any situation we face- must discern whether to- 

>fight for immediate justice 
>grieve over justice that is postponed  
>wait patiently for God’s ultimate justice 

 of 8 12



Untitled, 11/3/20

Conclusion 
The Justice of God was to find a way to 
spare us from wrath and engage us with 
mercy that He might win us with love we 
do not deserve. David Sliker 

As we have seen, God is a God of justice/mercy. 
However, sometimes these seem to stand in 

tension with one another. 
We must understand, that God’s mercy does not 

involve the suspension of His justice. 
We can be both merciful/just at the same time. 
Looking back at the story of Cain and Abel 
God fulfilled justice and punished Cain. 
Cain felt- punishment- too hard- afraid someone 

would kill him so he made an appeal to God.  
God extended mercy to Cain, made- adjustment 

to preserve his life-did not reduce-punishment.  
Mercy is not the suspension of justice. 
Looking at-story of Cain/Abel w/respect to justice- 
If Abel’s blood cried out from the ground to God 

for justice, how much more does the … 
>blood of 70 million Christians martyred 

over the past 2000 years 
>blood of millions of innocent people killed 

by unrighteous autocratic governments 
>blood of 1.5 billion babies aborted 

worldwide over the past 50 years 
… HOWEVER- it is the blood of Christ that cries 

out more than all of these lives together. 
Why- because- blood of Christ is the only blood 

that can satisfy God’s need for justice and  
make available to mankind God’s mercy. 

Jesus … 
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>DEATH paid the sin debt for the guilty 
>RESURRECTION- extended to the guilty 

righteousness so they could live eternally 
This is the framework for justice we find in- Bible. 
God alone has- right to define what is just/unjust. 
God is the one and only arbiter of justice/mercy, 

and it is to Him that we must make our appeal. 
We live in a Kingdom- ruled by a just/honest King. 

Colossians 1:13 (TPT) He has rescued 
us completely from the tyrannical rule of 
darkness and has translated us into the 
kingdom realm of his beloved Son.  

We have been taken out of- kingdom of darkness. 
We need to stop acting like we are victims of one 

injustice after another. 
Regardless of what man does to me or what 

injustice is thrust upon me, I am free from  
the tyrannical rule of darkness. 

Therefore- kingdom of this world, does not dictate 
to me how I should respond to an injustice. 

Do not allow yourself to be governed by the rules 
of an unjust kingdom. 

Take a hold of God/His Kingdom, regardless of 
what injustice you have suffered- respond in a  

godly way to those injustices. 
What has God ... 

Mic 6:8 ... told you, O man, what is good; 
And what does the Lord require of you 
But to do justice, to love kindness, And 
to walk humbly with your God? 

If we embrace those three actions- do justice, 
love kindness, walk humbly- we will exhibit the  

character of God to the world around us. 
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ASIDE- SOCIAL INJUSTICE- SOCIALISM 
Conversations today about justice often refer to 

socialism. 
Do not for one minute believe- socialism is more 

just than our current system of government. 
Socialism is a doorway to totalitarianism. 
Socialism is inherently unjust- it involves taking 

from one person and giving to another. 
When … 

>I make the choice to give, I am being 
GENEROUS 

>gov’t takes more than its fair share from 
me to give to others it is called robbery 

Problem w/socialism: when there is no more 
wealth to take from-rich- everyone is now poor. 

Socialism takes away free choice and motivation 
and always destroys a nations economy. 

The example that is often used is the 
Scandinavian countries- this is a deception. 

Most Scandinavian countries have capital based 
economies with a lot of social programs. 

Denmark- 55% taxes- you take home only 45 
cents of every dollar earned. 

In socialism the government owns industry. 
Scandinavian countries- industry-privately owned. 
Righteousness and justice are about a life of self-

sacrifice to help the less fortunate. 
This- best done by private/religious organizations 

rather government bureaucracies. 
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Additional Information 
Proverbs 28:5 Evil men do not 
understand justice, But those who seek 
the LORD understand all things. 

Proverbs 29:4 (NASB1995) 
[4] The king gives stability to the land by justice,  
But a man who takes bribes overthrows it. 

Proverbs 29:26 (NASB1995) 
[26] Many seek the ruler's favor,  
But justice for man comes from the LORD. 

Isaiah 59:14-15 (NASB1995) 
[14] Justice is turned back,  
And righteousness stands far away;  
For truth has stumbled in the street,  
And uprightness cannot enter. 
[15] Yes, truth is lacking;  
And he who turns aside from evil makes himself a 

prey.  
Now the LORD saw,  
And it was displeasing in His sight that there was 

no justice. 

Psalms 85:10 (NASB1995) 
[10] Lovingkindness and truth have met together; 
Righteousness and peace have kissed each 

other. 
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