
Pursuing Presence 

 

Moses: it all Started with His Presence 

 Burning Bush (Ex 3), Pillar of Smoke/Fire (Ex13) (see Fire & Whirlwind) 

 Tent of Meeting (Ex 33) - Place of Presence 

Moses’ Appeal 

(Ex 33:14-16) 14And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 
15Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. 
16“For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, 

except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who 

are upon the face of the earth.” 

• Pursue His Presence - deal breaker for Moses 

• His Presence is our Resting Place (Acts 3:19) - Secret Place (Ps 31:20, 91:1) 

• His Presence Separates us as His People (not doctrine Acts 1:4-5, 8) 

Tabernacle & Ark of the Covenant (Ex 40) - Place of Presence - Shiloh (Judges 367 years) 

 Ark: lost to Philistines (1 Sam 4) - David brings to Jerusalem (1 Chr 15) 

 Tabernacle & Altar: moved to Gibeon (1 Chr 16:39, 21:29) - high place for burnt offerings 

Separation: Place or Presence - which would you choose? 

 Solomon requested Wisdom at Gibeon (2 Chr 1) 

  then built Temple (2 Chr 2) and put the Ark in the Temple (2 Chr 5) 

Restored Place of Manifest Presence 

 Worship (not sacrifices) - Cloud filled Temple (2 Chr 5:13-14) 

 Prayer - Fire on Altar, Glory filled Temple (2 Chr 7:1-4) 

Dedication of Rebuilt Temple (Neh 12) - Antiphonal Worship 

              “according to the command of David” (vs 24) 

 

(Ac 15:16-17) 16‘After this I will return and will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has 

fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will set it up; 17so that the rest of mankind may seek 

the LORD, even all the Gentiles who are called by My name, says the LORD who does all these 

things.’ (Amos 9:11-12) 

 Why does God Choose this? Worship! (1 Chr 15) 

  Why did David establish Antiphonal Worship? Throne Worship (Isa 6:1-3, Rev 4:8) 

  David wrote (Ps 22:3) But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel. 

   “dwell in the midst of” - Valley of Angels (Bangor Valley, Ireland 550 AD) 

We are the Rebuilt Tabernacle of David (gentile salvation context of Acts 15) 

(1Co 3:16) Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God 

dwells in you? 

(Col 1:27) To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

Worship Creates the Place for His Presence 

 it is how we Pursue Presence, our Resting Place, what sets us Apart 

 

(for something interesting after Christ’s return, see Isaiah 4:2-3) 

 


