
Delightful Fear 

 

the Fear of the Lord 

 repeated expectation (250+ verses) 

 repeatedly linked to Obedience/following His Ways (Ex 20:20, Deut 6:2, 8:6) 

(Ec 12:13-14) Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His 

commandments, for this is man's all. For God will bring every work into judgment, 

including every secret thing, whether good or evil. 

common definition: Reverence 

(Heb 12:28-29) Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let 

us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence (caution) and 

godly fear (fear/reverence/awe). For our God is a consuming fire. 

 problem: reconciling Fear of the Lord with His Love, Deliverance from Fear 

  (concepts both testaments but with different emphasis - progressive?) 

 

Level 1: Fear of Punishment 

(Mt 10:28) And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather 

fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. (vs 31 “do not fear”) 

(2Co 5:10-11) For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or 

bad. Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known 

to God, 

(Jn 5:24) Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who 

sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death 

into life.  

(1Jn 4:17-18) Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in 

the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; 

but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not 

been made perfect in love.  

Level 2: Fear of Negative Consequences 

(Ga 6:7-9) Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will 

also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows 

to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow weary while doing 

good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  

Level 3: Fear of Missing Out 

 “for your good” (Deut 10:12-13) - Desire for Abundance & Pleasure (His Ways) 

(Isa 11:3) His delight (pleasant aroma) is in the fear of the LORD, 

 Jesus relationship with Father 

(Jn 5:19-20) 19Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the 

Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the 

Son also does in like manner. 20“For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things 

that He Himself does; 

Delightful Fear of the Lord: Confident in His Love and Goodness - Desire only His Ways  

 regardless of Circumstances or Understanding (Isa 55:8-9) 



from Obedience to Delight in what Delights God 

(Ps 112:1) Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who delights 

greatly in His commandments. (lists blessings) 

 Commandments: from Constraints to Blessings (ex: couple living together) 

Freedom in Trusting Him/His Ways - Difficult things become Delightful 

 Giving (3 levels) - tithe/cursed (Mal 3:8-11) 

(2Co 9:6-8) But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his 

heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 

make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, 

may have an abundance for every good work.  

 Forgiving - Mt 6:14-15, Jam 2:13 vs Mic 7:18 

 Suffering - Cross (Heb 12:2), Apostles (Acts 5:41, Phil 3:10) 

 

Confident in His Love, Trust in His Goodness, Delight in His Ways 

(Ac 9:31) Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and 

were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, 

they were multiplied. 

 


